Aphrodisiacs, amphetamines, opiates—
these are some of the love potions that nature uses to get
partners addicted to each other

HOOKED ON LOVE

f you know anyone who is color-
blind,” says sexologist John Money,

‘then you have a good idea of what

it means to be love-blind.” Head of the
psychohormonal unit of Johns Hop-
kKins University, in Baltimore, Money is
referring to a condition caused when
the pituitary gland malfunctions early
in life, triggering hormonal deficien-
cies. Since 1951 he has treated this
problem in 27 patients, all of whom he
describes as being psychosexually
normal except that they are “unable to
fall head over heels in love.” These
individuals are sociable, form friend-
ships, and may occasionally marry for
companionship. But according to
Money, they cannot experience in-
lense romantic passions any more than
the color-blind can perceive certain
hues. In fact, giddy crushes and heart-
aches are feelings so foreign to his pa-
tients that most are unaware that they
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are ditferent from other people, until
subjected to special tests.
Love-blindness is just one of a broad
spectrum of romantic problems now
believed to result—at least in part—
from chemical instabilities in the brain.
In recent years psychiatrists have be-
gun to suspect that neurohormonal
imbalances can contribute to such
widespread troubles of the heart as
lovesickness, separation anxiety, and
obsessive infatuations. Indeed, early
clinical trials suggest that certain ro-
mantically disturbed individuals can
benefit enormously from drug thera-
pies designed to stabilize their moods.
What makes some people love-blind
and others love crazed? The chemis-
try of love carries mystical connota-
tions—and so it should. Scientists will
never succeed in reducing physical at-
traction to a neat set of chemical for-
mulas. But they are beginning to iden-
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